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The tragedy of 
Melina & Keith II



On the afternoon of 12 September 2005, the small fishing vessel 
Melina & Keith II, with eight persons on board, was hauling nets off 

Funk Island Bank, Newfoundland and Labrador. The vessel took on 
water through the side fishing door and subsequently capsized. Four 

persons were rescued and the body of a deceased crew member was 
recovered; three crew members are missing and presumed drowned.



The voyage of Melina & Keith II



After three days of fishing, the vessel had over 27000 kg of shrimp, filling 11 of 
the 15 pens in the hold. The remaining hold space consisted of two pens half  full 
of turbot, one pen half filled with ice, and one with 725 kg of by-catch.
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Day1. On 06 September 2005, the Melina & Keith II departed Catalina, 
Newfoundland and Labrador, for a turbot and shirmp fishing trip with a crew of 
seven, plus a fisheries observer.
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Mistakes that led to the tragedy
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liferafts were not easily accesible to crew members
and the mechanisms of the liferafts were not activated

only the skipper managed to wear an immersion suit

2. Lifesaving equipment
At the time of the occurence, no crew members wore lifejackets or 

personal floatation devices (PFDs), and only the skipper was wearing an 
immersion suit. Another thing is though the vessel was equipped with liferafts 

and aluminum rowboat, crew memers were unable to lift them to the cradle and 
also the release mechanisms of the liferafts were not activated.
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enlargement of the wheelhouse

full enclosure of the westher deck

installation of an A-frame on the stern over 30,000 kg of shrimp, fish, and ice

1. Factors affecting stability
There were major modifications done to the ship that adversely affected its stabiliy, 
making it easier to capsize. Most of the modifications carried out over the years 
resulted in additional weight added to the original lightship displacement and were
located above the original centre of gravity, reducing the vessel’s inherent transverse 
stability. Moreover, on the day of the occurence, huge amount of shrimp, fish and 
ice were loaded adding extra weights on the vessel.



EPIRB
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3. Absence of accurate information
At the time of the occurence, there was only one SAR (Search and Rescue) 
coordinator on duty. Additional support was requested once it was 
apparent that this was a real emergency. On the absence of accurate 
information available from the Canadian Beacon Registry, valuable 
time was lost in ensuring that the emergency was real.
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Satellite Sarsat-8 hit. 
Position known for the first time

14 calls to two contact numbers  
No answers



Appendix A - occurrence area

Appendix B - glossary

EPIRB  emergency position-indicating radio beacon

GOES geostationary operational environmental satellite

PFD personal flotation device

SAR search and rescue

TSB transportation safety board of Canada

VMS  vessel monitoring system (by satellite)



Remembering the four crew members who were 
perished in the cold Atlantic Ocean and 

their families
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